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JANUARY 2024 

 



 

 

Interim Chief Executive Officer 

Bernice Armas-Martinez 

Council Secretaries 
 
• 2024 Official Visit requests forms were mailed to you in October. Please send your Official Visit 

Invite to be published in the Newsletter & on social media to carley.azevedo@mypfsa.org at 
Home Office. 

 
• Council Secretaries please contact the Home Office for your New Member contact information 

to welcome them to your Council. 
 
• Gratification forms will be mailed out. Please submit any council officer gratification form 

that  is over the amount of $600 to the Home Office NO LATER than 1/15/2024. 
 
• Annual Reports will be mailed out. Please submit all reports by March 31st, 2024. 

 
Membership Pins- 25 year & 50 year membership pins will be mailed out to recipients in the month 
of January. Be sure to acknowledge your pin recipient members at your next official visit. 
 
Annual Policy Reviews - Please call the Home Office to Schedule a complimentary Annual Review 
of your policies. We want to ensure that all contact and beneficiary information is up to date. 
 
Council Challenges – Please submit photos to be shared in the Newsletter & on social media. Be 
sure to check out our new list of Council Challenges in the back of this edition! 
 
Newsletter publications - We want to celebrate our Members’ Birthdays. Please submit your     
February  Birthdays, Council challenge photos, and any Official Visit flyers to  
carley.azevedo@mypfsa.org  
 
Payments-  Effective January 1st, 2024 PFSA outstanding checks over 180 days (6 mos.) will be  
voided. Please contact the accounting department at ap@mypfsa.org for any questions              
and/or concerns. 

mailto:carley.azevedo@mypfsa.org


 

 

New Members 
Upcoming Events    

January 

• 1/7– O.V. Co. 34 Clarksburg, Co. 51   

Sacramento, & Co.118 Elk Grove 

• 1/14 - O.V.  Co. 21 Los Banos/ Dos Palos 

• 1/20– 20-30s & Youth Meeting,10AM @ 

Home Office & Zoom 

• 1/21– O.V. Co. 28 Fresno 

• 1/24– Portuguese Night Golden State 

Warriors Basketball San Francisco, CA 

February 

• 2/4–O.V. Co. 44 San Jose & Co. 14  

Mountain View 

• 2/10–Sweethearts Beer & Wine Festival 

Oakdale, CA 

• 2/24– O.V. Co. 1 San Diego 

March 

• 3/3– O.V. Co. 69 Manteca 

• 3/9-Portuguese Night Sharks Hockey  

San Jose, CA 

• 3/16– O.V. Co. 54 Benecia/Vallejo & Co. 

60 Concord 

• 3/17– O.V. Co. 18 Stockton & Co.13 Tracy 

• 3/31– Easter Sunday 

Total  
Members Council & City 

4 Co 7 Gustine/Newman 

1 Co. 28 Fresno 

3 Co. 38 Modesto 

1 Co. 69 Manteca 

5 
Co. 100 Oakdale/

Riverbank/Escalon 

2 Co. 200 Lathrop 



 

 

 

Thank You Marie! 

Past Vice-Chairwoman of the Board 

Thank you Marie Kelly Barreiro 

for your hard work and           

dedication to serving PFSA over 

your 17 years of Service. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

The Board of Directors appointed Mr. Bob Bertao to serve another 4 year term, 

and newly elected Director, Mr. Ted Pedrozo to serve his first term on the 

Board of Directors. Both terms effective as of 1/1/2024. 

Board of Directors  

 



 

 

 

Board of Directors  
Thank to our wonderful Board of Directors for your            

outstanding leadership during this past year. Your knowledge 

and dedication has lead PFSA to new levels and you have 

continued to keep PFSA’s values strong. We look forward to 

another great year ahead in 2024! 



 

 

 

   A Message From  

  Our Supreme President 

     Michael Fraga 

 

 

Dear PFSA Members and Families, 

I am happy to share that my PFSA Presidency is off to a wonderful start. 

I had the pleasure of attending my first official visits in December, along with Steven Fraga our Supreme 
Youth President, we visited San Leandro council # 24.  We arrived at the Band Hall in San Leandro, where we 
joined John Neto President, and Carol Cromwell Secretary of the council. They organized a nice event and a 
great evening to follow. The PFSA Scholarship Committee was present and gave a special award to Isolete 
Gracio for her years of service and for helping to build the Scholarship Fund. I want to thank the council for 
their visit and for their donation to the Family House Charity. 

The next day we arrived for lunch at JR Restaurant and Sport Lounge in Castro Valley, for the visit with   
Council #12 Oakland. We got together with Jackie Flynn, President of the council and Lilianna Lourenco the 
Secretary. We had a delicious lunch and great fraternalism. They had a Toy drive to support their local     
charity, it was a great success, and everyone that attended brought an unwrapped toy. This is a great way to 
support your local communities. We want to thank the council for the visit and their donation to the Family 
House. Unfortunately, our Supreme 20-30s President Joseph Pinheiro was not able to join us.  We will look 
forward to seeing him on our next visit. 

My goal for the coming year is to help current councils continue their commitment to PFSA, and to help 
them be successful.  I also want to help inactive councils find a way to move forward.  It is my belief, the  
only way this can happen is for all of us to work together and to help one another.  We all need to reach out 
to neighboring councils and support them, remembering we are one big family. I look forward to hearing 
your suggestions as to how your Supreme Presidents, myself, Joseph, and Steven can help our society to 
grow and prosper. 

The charity we chose this year is the Family House of San Francisco, I personally have benefited from their 
support when my son Steven was going through cancer treatments, this was a very stressful time for the 
whole family. Family House was always there for us.  It is our hope that they can continue to be there for 
other families in the future. Since 1981, Family House has served as a temporary home away from home for 
families of children with cancer and other life-threatening illnesses by providing physical comfort and      
emotional support. By providing cost-free housing.  Family House makes housing accessible to all by         
eliminating the financial barriers associated with travel and long stays away from home. 

Wishing you all an amazing year ahead and looking forward to seeing you soon. 

Sincerely Yours, 

Michael C Fraga 



 

 

 



 

 

Happy Birthday to our Members born  
in January! 

Aurora Day &  Rita Inacio 
Jan 29th 

Evelyn Cooper 
Jan 2nd 

Lina  Faria 
Jan 19th 

Moises Lourenco 
Sales Agent 

Jan 25th 

John Salvador 
Chief Executive  Officer 

Jan 27th 

Al Furtado 
Board of Director 

Jan 14th 

 

Chris Martinez 
Jan 18th 



 

  

 

Scholarship & Grant Applications Now Available 

PFSA members graduating from High School throughout the   

United States, who meet the eligibility requirements may apply 

for the four– year or two year scholarships. 

Deadline is March 1, 2024 

Education Grants 

PFSA members that are enrolled at an accredited University,       

College or Vocational/Trade School Program 

For More Information Call 

1.866.687.7372  

or visit our website at  

www.mypfsa.org 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

Get your tickets  
before they are 

sold out! 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

San Jose State 
University       
Tailgate &      

Football Game 
11/19/2023 

The Portuguese Kids 
Comedy  

M.R.P.S. Hall  
Manteca, CA 
11/19/2023 

 

 



 

 

 

New PFSA Council 200 Lathrop! 

Council 200 Lathrop             
Celebrated their first official 
meeting with dinner and an 

ornament exchange! Congrats 
to the members of the newly 

established Council 200,     
looking forward to seeing you 

all prosper in 2024! 



 

 

P F S A  F i r s t  A n n u a l  3  M a g i c a l  W i s h e s  

D e c e m b e r  8 t h  2 0 2 3  

 



 

 

P F S A  F i r s t  A n n u a l  3  M a g i c a l  W i s h e s  

D e c e m b e r  8 t h  2 0 2 3  

 



 

 

Official Visit Council 24  
San Leandro 

12/16/23 

 



 

 

Official Visit Council 12 
Oakland 

12/17/23 

 



 

 

 

Home Office Thanksgiving Lunch Potluck 

Council  Challenges 
Council 26 Stevinson, Turlock, Hilmar 

Co. 200 attended their local Christmas Tree 
lighting & Parade in Lathrop! Pretty Lights! 

Co. 26 spread Holiday cheer by donating canned goods to St. Vincent De Paul. Co. 26 also participated in the other 
council challenges and made a donation of 131 pairs of socks to The Turlock Nursing & Rehab Center. At their 

monthly meeting the new officers were sworn in for 2024! What a wonderful Job Co. 26! 

 

Council 200 Lathrop Supreme Council 



 

 

 

Council  Challenges 
 

Co. 20 celebrated Christmas by having Breakfast with Santa for all of their youth 
members. Their Council also had a Christmas lunch with all of their members. What 

a great turnout So Fun! 

Co. 14 made and delivered Thanksgiving 
meals for 35  families in need! Wow 

thank you Co. 14! 

Council 14 Mountain View 

Council 20 Merced 



 

 

 
Co. 44 Celebrated by     

participating in the council 
challenge as well as having 
a potluck. Looks like a great 

time! 

Council  Challenges 
 

Co.69, Thank you all for your         
generous donations to St. Vincent De 

Paul! Co. 69 also had a Christmas 
Luncheon and wore some great     

Holiday themed outfits! 

Council 69 Manteca 

Co. 11 Celebrated Christmas       
together at Table 26 in Turlock. This 
season they were able to help over 
1200 families with food and or toys!     

Great Job ! 

Council 44 San Jose 

Council 11 Turlock 



 

 Council  Challenges 
 

Co. 7 participated in the  Members in Action 
Program in December. They traveled to San 
Joaquin National Cemetery in Santa Nella. 
While the  visited they participated in the 

“Wreaths Across America” program. Co. 7 
placed wreaths on fellow Co. 7 member’s 

graves and friends. It was a great tribute to our 
Veterans. Co.7 Also celebrated Christmas at 
their December  meeting. They had a potluck 

and did a cookie exchange! 

Council 7 Gustine/Newman 



 

 Council  Challenges 
 

Council 100 Oakdale/Riverbank/Escalon 

Co.100 had a busy Holiday 
Season by participating in 
their local Christmas Tree 

lighting, town parade &     
hosting a 3 magical wishes 

party for local children! What 
fun way to give back! 

 

Co. 38 Modesto supported local 
charities & gave monetary  

Donations to St. Vincent de 
Paul food pantry at  

St. joseph’s in Modesto as well 
as St. Frances of Rome in 

Riverbank. Great Job Co. 38! 

Council 38 Modesto 



 

 Council  Challenges 
 

Co. 138  had a Christmas 
Party & meeting. They 

also had a special visitor 
from the North Pole! 

Co. 21 had a beautiful Christmas party. They collected canned goods to be donated 
and had a wonderful time. Nice Job Co. 21! 

Co. 66  celebrated together at  Denny’s and 
had a good time playing Bingo. They also 
collected toys for   Visalia’s Toys for Tots 

Drive! Nice Work! 

Installation of Co. 12  Officers for 2024. 
Newly elected Officers were sworn in by 

Jackie Flynn. 

Council 21 Los Banos/Dos Palos 

Council 66 Visalia 

Council 138 Stratford 

Council 12 Oakaland 

 



 

 



 

 

December 29, 2023 

 

Dear Council Secretary, 

We would like to give you an update on the Council Recognition Program and other items for 2024 

as we welcome in the new year. 

 

Council Recognition Program 2023 - 2024        September 1, 2023 - August 31, 2024 
 
As a reminder, the Council Recognition Program is voluntary and is intended to provide Councils a 

variety of ways to recognize effort, achieve monetary awards, and celebrate accomplishments.   

If your council would like to participate in the September 1, 2023 – August 31, 2024 period, please 

see the included tracking form and refer to the Program Details Booklet.  Submissions will be due to 

the home office by August 31, 2024, prior to the 2024 Convention. 

I invite Council Secretaries that would like to learn more about the Council Recognition Program, or 

who have questions, to please contact me to set up a review meeting.  Also, please contact me if 

you would like printed versions of the forms sent directly to you. 

2. We have a few items to help you and your Council plan your Council Activities 

a.  Official Visits Save the Dates.  Here you will find important information regarding Official 

Visits that are confirmed or under review for the coming year.  If there are any Councils that 

have not confirmed their Official Visit dates, please contact Supreme President, Michael   

Fraga at mfraga1000@gmail.com or Jerry.Escobar@mypfsa.org. 

b. 2024 Monthly Council Challenges.  Please review the updated list of options for our 

monthly challenges with your Council members.  We encourage Councils to consider         

incorporating Council Challenges into your monthly activities whenever possible. 

c. 2024 Council Activities Planner. This worksheet is optional if you would like to plan 

2024 meetings, activities, or community projects for the year.  

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at jerry.escobar@mypfsa.org. 

 

Fraternally yours, 

 

  

Jerry Escobar 

Director, Fraternal Activities & Marketing 

Jerry.Escobar@myPFSA.org, 408.813.1310 

mailto:mfraga1000@gmail.com
mailto:jerry.escobar@mypfsa.org
mailto:Jerry.Escobar@myPFSA.org
tel:408.813.1310


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

In Memoriam 
Those we love don’t go away, they walk beside us every day.                            

Unseen, unheard but always near, still loved, still missed. 

 

Council Name 

21– Los Banos/Dos Palos Carmen R. Sousa 

66– Visalia Lorraine M. Bettencourt 

84– San Luis Obispo William M. Quaresma 

26– Stevinson/Hilmar/
Turlock 

Joe A. Lindo 

69– Manteca Joe A. Lindo 

21– Los Banos/Dos Palos Dorothy Jean Machado 

138– Stratford Norman L. Garcia 

108– Madera Joe Gomes 

115– Rodeo Martha J Seymour 

18– Stockton Keith J. Bickley 

53– Hughson Ruth E. Hamaker Thomas 

24– San Leandro Albertina DeSousa 



 

 

 

PFSA offers financial services to protect members an their families 

and provides cultural, social, educational and charitable activities 

Portuguese Fraternal Society of America 
1100 14th Street, Suite E 
Modesto, CA 95354 
 

Phone: 209.702.6364 
Toll Free: 1.866.687.7372 
E-mail: mypfsa@mypfsa.org 
 

W e ’re  on  t he  w e b  
www. m yp f sa . or g  
@MYP FSA  

Contact an Agent Today! 

Joe Seamas 
Lic# 0C00867 
Phone# 209-275-0200 
Email: joe.seamas@mypfsa.org 

Susan Michelle Gonzales 
Lic# 0D55435 
Phone# 209-840-0749 
Email: susan.gonzales@mypfsa.org 

Donald J Costa 
Lic# 0576728 
Phone# 559-972-4693 
Email: donald.costa@mypfsa.org 

 SALES AGENTS 

Leonardo Xavier 
Lic# 0E52410 
Phone# 925-726-9543 
Email: Leonardo.xavier@mypfsa.org 

Stephanie Koch 
Lic# 4059388 
Phone# 707-498-8805 
Email: stephanie.koch@mypfsa.org 

Sandra Crivello 
Lic# 4087078 
Phone# 209-988-9156 
Email: Sandra.crivello@mypfsa.org 

Yaneth Armas  
Lic# 4185337 
Phone# 408-679-5859 
Email: yaneth.armas@mypfsa.org 

Monica Cochran 
Lic# 4130869 
Phone# 209-735-9427 
Email: monica.cochran@mypfsa.org 

Odette Pinheiro 
Lic# 0B75501 
Phone# 805-264-4190 
Email: odette.pinheiro@mypfsa.org 

Michael Fraga 
Lic# 0H21634 
Phone# 707-499-9821 
Email: michael.fraga@mypfsa.org 

Claudia Barajas 
Lic# 4264219 
Phone# 510-309-5669 
Email: Claudia.barajas@mypfsa.org 

Jose Macias 
Lic# 4264224 
Phone# 209-499-0434 
Email: jose.macias@mypfsa.org 

Claudia Vargas 
Lic#  2119658 
Phone# 209-270-4348 
Email: claudia.vargas@mypfsa.org 

Mark A. Salazar 
Lic# 4257470 
Phone# 858-230-5856 
Email: mark.salazar@mypfsa.org 

Billy Gonzales 
Lic# 4318139 
Phone# 209-844-9351 
Email: billy.gonzales@mypfsa.org 

Nizia Hogan 
Lic# 4324598 
Phone# 530-701-0638 
Email: Nizia.hogan@mypfsa.org 

Protection • Fraternalism • Sociability • Assistance 

https://www.facebook.com/mypfsa.California
https://www.instagram.com/mypfsa/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/MYPFSA

