
 

NEWSLETTER 

October 2023 

AWARENESS MONTH 

Breast Cancer  



Interim Chief Executive Officer 
Bernice Armas-Martinez 

Delegate Packets - Delegate packets have been mailed. Please mail in your Reservation form with payment, 
no later than October 13, 2023 
 
Additional Delegates – The Board of Directors has granted approval for additional delegates to participate in 
the 2023 convention. 
 
Board of Directors Election Ballots- Please keep an eye out for the upcoming ballots for voting. The Ballots 
will be out Monday October 2nd . In this election, the PFSA Board of Directors will have two positions open, 
and we have three  nominees for these positions. 
 
PSP Association -  On September 18th 2023, a letter and minutes were mailed to all Past Supreme Presidents 
and Spouses of Past Supreme Presidents. If you have not received your letter please contact PFSA Home 
Office at 800-687-7372. A new formatted copy will be going out. 
 
Privacy Protection - For our Member’s protection, effective immediately PFSA will require to have original 
signatures on any forms. Electronic signatures will be accepted if witnessed by a PFSA Staff Member or a 
Sales Agent. A current government issued ID, front and back, will also be required. Thank you for your        
understanding. 
 

Annual Policy Reviews - Please call the Home Office to Schedule a complimentary Annual Review of your 
policies. We want to ensure that all information and accounts are up to date. 
 

Feedback - Your feedback is important and is greatly appreciated. Please know the PFSA Team takes pride on 
providing the best member experience. Allow us to deliver by providing us with your feedback. Please email 
your suggestions and/or concerns at mypfsa@mypfsa.org.   
 

Official Visit - THANK YOU to all Council Secretaries who have submitted your Official Visit invitation to the 
Home Office. Councils with upcoming Official Visits please email your invitation to car-
ley.azevedo@mypfsa.org to be published in the Newsletter and Social Media. 
 

Council Challenges - October is Breast Cancer awareness, send in photos of your fighters, survivors, and   
supporters wearing pink or celebrate by carving pumpkins or wearing a costume. 
 

Council Secretaries -  
• Council Secretaries please contact the Home Office for your New Member contact information to 

welcome them to your Council.   
• In addition, 2024 Official Visit requests forms will be mailed to you in October. 

 

Newsletter publications - We want to celebrate our Members Birthdays. Please submit your November 
birthdays, Council challenge photos, and any flyers  to carley.azevedo@mypfsa.org.   
 

 

 

mailto:mypfsa@mypfsa.org


New Members 

Upcoming Events    

 

October 

• 10/7- 10/8 -Manteca Pumpkin Fair, Manteca 

• 10/7– Parade of Champions, Santa Clara 

• 10/14– Supreme President’s Testimonial  

• 10/14– Portuguese Heritage Day Pismo 

• 10/14-10/15– Thornton Festa, Thornton 

• 10/21– Oakdale Fall Festival 

• 10/21-10/22– Our Lady of Fatima Festa, Hilmar 

 

November 

• 11/10-11/12-  PFSA Convention, Modesto 

• 11/23– Thanksgiving Day 

 

December 

• Merry Christmas! 

Council and City 
Total  

Members 

Co. 5/36 Hayward 1 

Co. 7 Gustine/Newman 4 

Co. 8  Santa Maria 2 

Co. 13 Tracy 3 

Co. 24 San Leandro 1 

Co. 26 Stevinson/Hilmar/

Turlock 
2 

Co. 28 Fresno 2 

Co. 38 Modesto 2 

Co. 100 Oakdale/Escalon/

Riverbank 
4 

Co. 108 Madera 6 

Co. 128 Oxnard 1 



 Supreme President Mary Pedroso,  

Supreme 20-30’s President Mary Sylvester, and  

Supreme Youth Taylor Avila, chose the American Cancer  

Society as their charity.   

This Charity is near and dear to their hearts. 

The American Cancer Society offers programs and services to help during and  after  cancer 

treatment. Each donation made assists with the resources below. 

 

Lodging During Treatment 

Financial assistance with lodging expenses through the Hope Lodge Program. 

 

Rides to Treatments 

Provide transportation for patients that have no way to get to their cancer  

treatments. 

 

Connecting Cancer Survivors 

The Cancer Survivor Network provides a safe online connection for cancer 

patience and caregivers can find support with other that have similar  

experiences. 

 

24/7 Cancer Helpline 

Information specialist who answers questions about cancer diagnosis and  

provide guidance. 

 

Every donation made will help with the 

 research to fight cancer and hopefully  

one day this world will be cancer free!  

 



Happy Birthday to our Members born  
in October 

Joao De Souza 
Oct 12th 

Amy Oliver 
Oct 8th 

Fatima Melo 
Oct 7th 

Susan Gonzales 
Sales Event Coordinator/Agent 

Oct 3rd 

Trent Gonzales 
Oct 3rd 

Bill Gonzales 
Oct 19th 

Diana Borges 
Oct 19th 

Rose Habenicht 
Oct 14th 

Paula Silva 
Oct 17th 

Mia Silva 
Oct 9th 

Zac Silva 
Oct 15th 

Jerry  Escobar 
Fraternal Activities & 

Marketing Director 
Oct 24th 

Susan Stommel 
Oct 28th 

Addie Medeiros 
Senior Membership 

Services 
Oct 23rd 

Mary Dutra 
Oct 20th 















Annual PFSA Golf Tournament 

8/12/2023 

 



Newman Fall Festival 

Newman, CA 

9/2/2023 

Opening Day Youth Soccer 
Oakdale, CA 

9/9/2023 

Have a great 
season Team 

Unicorns! 

 



Our Lady of  
Miracles Festa 

Gustine, Ca 
9/10/2023 

 



Carlos Vieira  

Foundation Autism  

Awareness Event 

Livingston, CA 

9/17/2023 

 



 



 



Portuguese Heritage Day At San Francisco 
Giant’s Game 9/28/23 

 



 



Official Visit Co. 26 

Stevinson, Turlock, & Hilmar 

9/17/2023 

 



September Council  
 Challenges  

Co. 7 Gustine/Newman Celebrated Vindimas by having wine, cheese, 
and other goodies. They also invited sales agent Claudia Vargas to 

share info on insurance products and savings plans. 

Co. 44 San Jose joined the Vindimas challenge for September and 
had yummy snacks and good wine to celebrate!  

Thank you for participating! 

Co. 90 Salinas participated in this month’s challenge by           
celebrating Vindimas at their meeting! What fun! 

Co. 24 San Leandro shared photos of their September challenge, 
wine tasting to celebrate Vindimas/Wine Harvest Season. Looks 

like a great time! 

Co. 44 San Jose presenting school supplies to Kathleen Rosa-
Vaughan for Norwood Elementary School. 

 



OCTOBER 

• Wear pink to support 

cancer. Send pictures of 

fighters and survivors 

 

• Have a Halloween      

Costume Party or    

pumpkin carving contest 

Council Challenges 

NOVEMBER 

• Celebrate the Veteran’s 

in your life 

 

• Create a Thanksgiving 

basket or baskets to    

donate to a family or 

charity 

DECEMBER 

• Celebrate a Christmas 

cookie exchange and  

include your recipe 

 

• Bring an ornament to 

exchange at your holiday 

party 

 



In Memoriam 
Those we love don’t go away, they walk beside us every day.                            

Unseen, unheard but always near, still loved, still missed. 

Council Name: 

9-San Rafael Denny Ferreira 

12– Oakland John P. Santos 

12– Oakland Bernice L. Pacheco 

34– Clarksburg Celestino J. Freitas 

38– Modesto Kevin Anthony Miranda 

66– Visalia Jacquelyn Martins 

66– Visalia Joseph Avila 

69– Manteca Frank D. Silveira 

90– Salinas Theresa C. Medeiros 

90– Salinas Bernice S. Dias 

140– Cayucos Albert A. Nunes 

 



 

Protection • Fraternalism • Sociability • Assistance 

PFSA offers financial services to protect members an their families 
and provides cultural, social, educational and charitable activities 

Portuguese Fraternal Society of America 

1100 14th Street, Suite E 

Modesto, CA 95354 
 

Phone: 209.702.6364 

Toll Free: 1.866.687.7372 

E-mail: mypfsa@mypfsa.org 
 

W e ’r e  o n the  w e b  

w w w. m ypf s a . o r g  

@MYPFSA  

Contact an Agent Today! 

Joe Seamas 
Lic# 0C00867 
Phone# 209-275-0200 
Email: joe.seamas@mypfsa.org 

Susan Michelle Gonzales 
Lic# 0D55435 
Phone# 209-840-0749 
Email: susan.gonzales@mypfsa.org 

Donald J Costa 
Lic# 0576728 
Phone# 559-972-4693 
Email: donald.costa@mypfsa.org 

James Da Rosa 
Lic# 4185338 
Phone# 209-840-1172 
Email: james.darosa@mypfsa.org 
 

Leonardo Xavier 
Lic# 0E52410 
Phone# 925-726-9543 
Email: Leonardo.xavier@mypfsa.org 

Moises Lourenco 
Lic# 0C05496 
Phone# 657-465-9394 
Email: moiseslourenco@aol.com 

Stephanie Koch 
Lic# 4059388 
Phone# 707-498-8805 
Email: stephanie.koch@mypfsa.org 
 

Sandra Crivello 
Lic# 4087078 
Phone# 209-988-9156 
Email: Sandra.crivello@mypfsa.org 
 

Yaneth Armas  
Lic# 4185337 
Phone# 408-679-5859 
Email: yaneth.armas@mypfsa.org 

Monica Cochran 
Lic# 4130869 
Phone# 209-735-9427 
Email: monica.cochran@mypfsa.org 

Odette Pinheiro 
Lic# 0B75501 
Phone# 805-264-4190 
Email: odette.pinheiro@mypfsa.org 
 

Michael Fraga 
Lic# 0H21634 
Phone# 707-499-9821 
Email: michael.fraga@mypfsa.org 
 

 SALES AGENTS 

Claudia Barajas 
Lic# 4264219 
Phone# 510-309-5669 
Email: Claudia.barajas@mypfsa.org 

Jose Macias 
Lic# 4264224 
Phone# 209-499-0434 
Email: jose.macias@mypfsa.org 

Claudia Vargas 
Lic#  2119658 
Phone# 209-270-4348 
Email: claudia.vargas@mypfsa.org 

Mark A. Salazar 
Lic# 4257470 
Phone# 858-230-5856 
Email: mark.salazar@mypfsa.org 

 

Billy Gonzales 
Lic# 4318139 
Phone# 209-844-9351 
Email: billy.gonzales@mypfsa.org 

Kayleigh Gilbert 
Lic# 4028240 
Phone# 209-493-8497 
Email: Kayleigh.gilbert@mypfsa.org 

 

Life Can Be           

Unpredictable Help 

Protect What 

Matters To You 

Most  

Get A Quote Today! 

https://www.facebook.com/mypfsa.California
https://www.instagram.com/mypfsa/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/MYPFSA

