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Software System Conversion Notice: 

   PFSA has recently converted ALL Annuities to a new software system, 

Andesa. With the conversion you might notice the annual                  

statements and council membership reports have a fresh new look as 

well as more  detailed information. Please see below to get a better                  

understanding.  

   PIMS SOFTWARE= All life policies issued October 31,2016 and PRIOR 

are in our PIMS Software System, Inclusive of ALL  Endowment Policies. 

   ANDESA SOFTWARE= ALL Annuities ( Inclusive of those PREVIOUS-

LY in PIMS software system)  and ALL New Life Insurance Policies is-

sued as of November 1, 2016 to the present date are in ANDESA soft-

ware system.  

   Billing Notices: The billing notices also have a fresh new look as well. 

Balances on Annuities will be provided to you on an Annual Basis. 

     ATTENTION COUNCIL SECRETARIES:  

   Fraternal Council Membership Reports: Home Office is aware of the 

cosmetic edits and the field malfunction on  membership reports that 

were previously sent to council secretaries. 

   We have received recent feedback and suggestions from council                    

secretaries of the data contained on the council member reports                    

generated from both software systems. Updates are being made to    

council membership reports.  

   Fraternal Council Annual Reports: The Board of  Directors approved 

the new deadline for the fraternal council annual reports to be March 

31st. The Rules of Procedures have been revised to reflect March 31st  

as the deadline for Annual Reports moving forward. 

   Feedback: PFSA Home Office wants to hear from you! We are always 

working  towards improving our service. If you have any suggestions that 

can help the Home Office improve please email any suggestions to                 

mypfsa@ mypfsa.org. Positive feedback is also very well welcomed! 

Executive Secretary  

Corner 
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Celebrate Valentines Day 

 JANUARY 15, 2021 

Gratification Report                             

Deadline Past Due 

 FEBRUARY 2021 

2021 Scholarship Applications are available online 

www.mypfsa.org|  1.866.687.7372 | 

mypsa@mypfsa.org                                    See Page 5       

 FEBRUARY 2021 

Monthly Challenge - Post a picture of your valentine to 

Facebook  to celebrate love and friendship OR Adopt 

a  teacher at a local school and collect needed school                   

supplies.                                                      

 MARCH 1, 2021 

Scholarship Application Deadline                See Page 5 

 March 31, 2021 

2020 Fraternal Council Annual Report Deadline             

              See Page 2 

 MARCH 2021 

Monthly Challenge  - March 7th - 15th  is Portuguese  

Immigrant Week  - Let’s Celebrate our Heritage! Cook 

Portuguese Food from Family origins and share on 

Facebook or Celebrate your family Origins, culture, 

sport, and traditions!                                   See Page 9 

 MARCH 6th-13th, 2021                         

Virtual Portuguese Immigrant Week Celebrations 

            See Page 10 

 APRIL  2021 

April is National Volunteer Month 

Pick a local charity and do a Members in Action Pro-

ject or  Have a Virtual Easter Party and share photos 

on Facebook.                                             

 APRIL 24, 2021 

The PFSA Board of Directors decided to CANCEL  

The PFSA Annual Family Picnic due to the  

Covid-19 Pandemic       

Did you 

miss the 

deadline? 

A Friendly  

Reminder 

Celebrate  

Valentines Day! 

http://www.mypfsa.org/scholarship/application-and-requirements/#/


Dear Fraternal Friends and Family, 

Happy New Year! I know that 2020 was 

filled with trials and tribulations for many, 

but I hope that everyone was able to find 

some joy and happiness in the midst of all 

the trouble. The year did not begin as we 

had hoped: the Covid-19 virus is still 

spreading throughout the community, and 

the board made the difficult decision to   

suspend activities until March 31 at the earliest. I sincerely hope 

that by then the situation will be better so that we can                 

commence the official visits again, and we can all be together.  

Because we are ever hopeful, we still have a lot of fun activities 
planned for this year. Back in November, our fraternal director, 
Jerry Escobar, our 20-30s president, Jason Deniz and I hosted 
a live show where we featured what fun plans we have in store 
for 2021. For instance, Jason has an awesome symposium 
planned for August… and the subject will be on a topic that is 
very close to his heart: bullfighting! We will release more details 

as the time draws closer. Also, the Fraternal Picnic we normally 
hold in April has been cancelled, and the FAC is hoping to have 
it in the summertime. Again, we will release more information as 
it becomes available. And of course, the big event of the year: 
convention! I hope to see as many people as possible in              
November at the Hilton LAX. We will kick off activities on   
Thursday, November 11, with a group trip to Disneyland, and 
we will be joined by my friends, the Portuguese Kids! Friday 
night will be a performance by the Portuguese Kids, and               
Saturday we will have fado performance featuring Angela               
Brito-Baldwin, Lysandra Jorge-Silva and David Garcia – also 
playing will be Alcino and Helder Carvalheira, and Steve                  
Soares. You don’t want to miss out on this exciting event! I                
understand that not everyone will be able to make it, so we will 
have a Facebook Live option available so everyone can be a 
part of this event. It’s our 11

th
 anniversary, not the 10

th
, but we 

will still celebrate, and I hope to see as many people as                   
possible! 

While we wait for everything to open up, I ask that for those of 
you who can, please don’t forget about the foster children who 
are now more in need of help than ever. My charity, Together 
We Rise, helps foster children in many ways: building duffle 
bags with comfort items inside, birthday boxes, bicycles and 
skateboards, and they even arrange reunion trips for them with 
their siblings to Disneyland. As the pandemic has progressed, 
the need for these services has increased unfortunately. Even 
though councils can’t meet just yet,  
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Supreme President  

Dr. Monique Vallance  

perhaps you could still order some duffle bags to put             

together individually at your own homes. Or, for those who 

are crafty and in need of a project, perhaps you could knit 

or crochet blankets or other items to put in the duffle bags. 

Remember, these will all help your own individual communi-

ties as Together We Rise will put you in touch with your 

local foster program, and they will send a representative to 

pick up the items from you. The Members in Action program 

is still in existence, and this project qualifies for that. For 

help, please contact myself or the home office, and we will 

point you in the right direction. 

As we start the New Year, let us be grateful for our bless-

ings: and one thing I have learned is that my friends and 

family are the greatest blessings I could ever have. And that 

includes you, my fraternal friends and family! We are so 

blessed to have each other, and I know that when we all get 

together again, it will be like no time had passed. However, 

let us not forget those that are less fortunate. Even though 

we can’t have meetings, we can still continue our charitable 

work. You can have meetings by conference call or Zoom. 

Please call the home office, and they will be happy to help 

you out with anything you might need for a virtual meeting. 

The PFSA has its own Zoom account that members are 

able to use for council meetings if available. I can’t wait to 

see everyone, as soon as it’s safe to do so! 

Fraternally yours, 

 

Monique M. Vallance 

Supreme President, 2019-2021 

2019-2021 Supreme Presidents’ Annual Charity 

You may donate at official visits or mail checks 

payable  to PFSA 

Note on Memo Line: Together We Rise 

PFSA 

1100 14th Street, Suite E 

Modesto, CA 95354 

Please contact the home office for more  

Information.  

Email: mypfsa@mypfsa.org 

Toll  Free Number: 1.866.687.7372 
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2021  

Scholarship Applications 

Now Available Online  

PFSA members graduating from High School throughout the United States who meet the eligibility require-

ments may apply for  

four–year or two-year scholarships.  

For more information:  

www.mypfsa.org| 1.866.687.7372 | mypfsa@mypfsa.org 

 

Deadline: March 1, 2021                                                          

 

Education Grants 

PFSA members  that are enrolled at an accredited university,  

college or vocational/trade school program 

Open Enrollment 

The PFSA Scholarship Foundation would like to 
recognize Mr. and Mrs. LeVern and Mary Cabral for 
their most generous donation to our scholarship 
foundation. Mr. and Mrs. Cabral were very support-
ive in particular with young members of our society 
in pursuing higher education. Many will recall that in 
conventions past Mrs. Cabral would generously give 
a donation to the scholarship fund then Mr. Cabral 
would come up quickly after her to give his donation 
too.  It was a ritual that lasted many years. 
 
Upon their passing Mr. and Mrs. Cabral requested 
that their estate would  continue supporting  higher 
education..  Their generous donation will help many 
of our members who applied for scholarships and 
grants. 

http://www.mypfsa.org/scholarship/application-and-requirements/#/


We will be getting together for a number of get togethers  

throughout California after the pandemic passes! 

Stay tuned for dates and locations.  We want to let you know that we will plan a num-

ber of events around California to bring our members together.  It has been a long time 

and we miss our fraternal family.   Timing will depend on when the various California 

counties allow for safe gathering.  Stay tuned for more information in the future.  Until 

that time, we hope you all stay safe and healthy! 
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Let’s Welcome   

Donald J. Costa 
PFSA’s Newest Full-Time Agent 

 

Donald J Costa resides in Tulare and is an           

active member in the PFSA community. He 

wears many hats in the society such as being 

Supreme Past President, Director of the  

Scholarship Foundation, a member of the FAC, 

as well as current Supreme Guard.  

We are excited to now introduce                           

Donald J. Costa as PFSA’s Newest Full-Time 

Agent. 
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PFSA Culture Corner 

March 6—13 is Portuguese Immigrant Week 

We invite you to celebrate Portuguese Culture by 

sharing your favorite Portuguese Recipe or post 

your immigrant story on Facebook. 

There are lots of ways to 

make this Portuguese favorite. 

To the right is a version from 

Faial. 

Here is another online recipe: 

www.aportugueseaffair.com/

arroz-doce/ 

 

What is your favorite           

Portuguese dessert or recipe?  

Post it to facebook or email          

jerry.escobar@mypfsa.org 8 



Celebrate Portuguese Immigrant Week 

March Challenge 

Thank you to Maria Escobar 

of PFSA Council 14, Mt. 

View  for sharing her Portu-

guese recipe for arroz doce! 

(Rice pudding) 
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March 6 — 13 is Portuguese Immigrant Week 

 

Due to Covid-19 restrictions meeting in person this year, join us virtually on  

Saturday, March 6 at 10 am via the comfort of your home by going to one of these websites:   

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrate Portuguese Immigrant Week 

Portuguese Immigrant Wreath Ceremony Online 
On Saturday, March 6, 2021 at 10 am 

Website:  www.RTPUSA.com 

YouTube:   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0gRhDeYeGuM  
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The officers and members of PFSA would like to express sincere condolences to the bereaved  

families of  PFSA Officers and Members 

In Memoriam 
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Fraternal Council Name  

24 San Leandro Henry (Henrique) S. Santos 

38 Modesto Joao (John) A. Bairos 

20 Merced Thomas G. Chivers 

11 Turlock  Louise M. Borba 

38 Modesto Simao P. Brasil Avila 

138 Stratford  LauraMae B. Vierra 

11 Turlock  Phyllis N. Tornquist 

38 Modesto Eduarda M. Mendes 

108 Madera Alfred Cunha 

21 Los Banos James Areias 

11 Turlock  William G. Sheppard Sr 

108 Madera Lydia Rocha 

113 Bayliss John F. Alves 

12 Oakland Manuel Ambrosio  

44 San Jose Manuel C. Araujo 

1 San Diego Bernice F. Hollerbach 

140 Cayucos Ralph R. Quintel 

26 Stevinson/Turlock/Hilmar Clinton Hayes 

14 Mountain View David Rosa Jr. 

1 San Diego  Bernice F. Hollerbach 

132 Maxwell Frances E. Ortiz 

35 Half Moon Bay Carlos M. Da Rosa 

138 Stratford Christine A. White 

7 Gustine/ Newman Ana Victoria Cunha 

7 Gustine/ Newman Antonio Cunha 

38 Modesto Natalie M. Miranda 

44 San Jose Robert M. Sol 

31 El Nido Anthony L. Machado 

106 Riverdale Alice Mendes 



 

Protection • Fraternalism • Sociability • Assistance 

Visit our Home Office, PFSA Museum  
and  J.A. Freitas Library 

1100 14th Street, Suite E 

Modesto, CA 95354 

Phone: 209.702.6364 

Toll Free 1.866.687.7372 

Fax: 209.522.4032 

E-mail: mypfsa@mypfsa.org 

www.mypfsa.org 

Portuguese Fraternal Society 
of America  

"PFSA offers financial services to protect members and their families and 

provides cultural, social, educational and charitable activities." 

We ’ re  on  the  w eb  

www.mypfsa .org  

    @MYPFSA  

WE ARE HERE TO SERVE YOU. CONTACT YOUR MEMBERSHIP REPRESENTATIVE 

Full Time Agents: Part-Time Agents: Part-Time Agents: 
 
Joe Seamas | Lic. #  0C00867 
joe.seamas@mypfsa.org 
209-275-0200 
Resides in Manteca 
 
Susan Michele Gonzales |Lic. #0D55435 
Susan.Gonzales@mypfsa.org 
209-840-0749 
Resides in Oakdale 
 
Donald J Costa|  
Donald.Costa@mypfsa.org 
559-972-4693 
Resides in Tulare 

 
Michael Fraga | Lic # 0H21634 
mfraga1000@aol.com 
707-499-9821 
Resides in Arcata 
 
Luisiana Drumonde| Lic. # 0G92473 
oldjo4649@att.net 
209-250-0109 
Resides in Hilmar 
  
Anthony Mendes | Lic. # 0D54132 
agmendes@sbcglobal.net 
559-859-2819 
Resides in Kingsburg 
 
Moises Lourenco | Lic. #  0C05496 
moises.lourenco@mypfsa.org 
626-315-5164 
Resides in Cypress 
 
 
 
 

 
Dominique Higgins | Lic. # 4034064 
Dominique.Higgins@mypfsa.org 
209-812-5240 
Resides in Modesto 
 
Stephanie Koch | Lic. # 4059388 
stephaniekoch296@gmail.com 
707-498-8805 
Resides in Ferndale 
 
Sandra Crivello | Lic. # 4087078  
sandra.crivello@mypfsa.org  
209-988-9156 
Resides in Merced  

https://www.facebook.com/mypfsa.California
https://twitter.com/MYPFSA
https://www.instagram.com/mypfsa/?hl=en

